Huntsville Amateur Hockey Association

Board Meeting Minutes from October 19, 2008
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I. Call to Order

Ed Ragland, Board President called to order the regular meeting of the HAHA Board of Directors at 6:30 PM on 19 October 2008 at the Ice Complex.

II. Approval of the minutes from the last board meeting

Minutes were made available to membership via email prior to the meeting.  Motion to approve the August Minutes- passed.
III. Current Business

· President Report (Ed Ragland)
· None.
· Treasurer Report (Terry Fulks)

· $162,500 in the bank.  $152,000 due to be paid.
· Jerseys for SOL will be ordered this week.

· Transfers from the on-line registration host bank were not as seemless as advertised.

· Budget Committee of the Whole

· None.
· Image Committee Update (Janette Rawls)

· None.

· Finance Committee Update (Ed Ragland)

· None.

· League Reports – No Reports
· Travel (Janette Rawls)
· All good.

· House (Ryan McCormack)
· House League evaluations went well.  Teams are formed, practicing, and have schedules.
· Preseason games planned first weekend in November to evaluate House teams and to train new officials.  Predators and UAH will be at the rink that day.  Working with the Havoc for the Havoc to be present as well.
· High School (Kathy Riggs & Steve Bayer)
· Modified JV program:  practice with the varsity, High School coaches can play them on the Varsity teams, 6 JV practices, modified fee.
· First game November 7.

· Steve Bayer is doing a good job.

· High School Select Team, no travel players.

· Silver Stick (Kathy Riggs)
· 11 Bantam teams, 5 U16 teams, and 4 U18 teams.

· Chuck Sybert to be the photographer.

· T-shirt logo is approved.
· Santa Clause will be there.

· District Update (Kevin Caputo)
· Bill Creech volunteered to schedule officials.

· Sophia Moore will do the program.

· Fred Hudson (HSV), Randy Paries (Decatur), Mike Gordon (VBC) will act as ambassadors for the tournament.

· Met with the Marriott hotel (host hotel).  May hold coaches meeting at the hotel or at the Space and Rocket Center (Davidson Center or Auditorium).

· Press conference was held at the Ice Complex to announce the tournament.

· Choosing a photographer and T-Shirt vendor.

· Worked with the rink to enhance the conditions of the ice.  Moving gaps between gaps from 10 to 15 minutes.

· President of the Visitor’s Bureau mentioned tournament is coming to town. (Sophia Moore)

· Senior Open League (Chip Kopicz for Todd Watts)
· Players upset with costs and roster sizes.

· Take a couple of weeks to evaluate teams and determine if adjustments are necessary.
· HHDC Report (Nathan Bowen)

· None.
IV. General Discussion

· Steve Briere and Mark Vachon present individual training facility for players in HAHA looking to improve basic skills.
· Brian Cottone appeal of daughter’s play down request.  Showed picture of daughter (4’-something, 100# soaking wet).  Plays with Nashville girls 16 & under team.

· Play down requests, if approved by the board, have to be sent to Mark Bodner.

· Approval would require Bantam to be registered as a PeeWee.  Could deplete Middle School.

· Discussion of approval moved to Executive Session.

· The HAHA Board sustained the decision to refuse the play-down request.  The Cottones may choose to appeal to SAHA.

· Bryce Payne (2nd year mite) requesting to play up to squirt.  Approved.
· Karen Walton to discuss the Midget Travel Team selections.  Players from Huntsville tried out for the Midget Travel Team, and were apparently cut in favor of Out-Of-Town players.

· Position:  Players from Huntsville should be on the roster before a considering placing an out-of-town player on the roster.  Out-of-town players should only be selected for the roster if there is a lack of Huntsville players available.
· There are still 2 open spots on the roster.

· The out-of-town players tried out to be on the roster because there is no home city program.  There is a SAHA approval process for this to occur.

· The coach is responsible for the selection of the players on the roster.  The coach is free to choose a full roster of 20 players, or to roster fewer players as the coach determines.

· Players that are released from the Midget Travel Team, are free to play for another association.

· Completed discussion with Ms. Walton.  Discussion of the situation moved to Executive session.

· Two roster spots remain open as of tonight.  Three goal tenders are on the team this year.  A player from Birmingham has been offered an extended tryout. Coach Caputo ultimately chose 11 of the 12 players from the Huntsville who expressed an interest in playing. 13 additional Huntsville players were contacted prior to tryouts but turned down the offer to play. The Board supports the decision of the Coach.

· Motion to Limit David Glassman to officiating High School, Midget, U16 and U18 games.

· Motion to scholarship a House League Player and $1000 toward the fees of two travel players.

· Point was made that a player is on the ice and owes the association money.  The player shall be removed from the ice until the debt is paid.
· Daniel Frith showed Front page of the Decatur Daily featured Wednesday night adult pickup.  Picture of Fred Hudson, Brian Duda, and Chip Kopicz.
· The current conditions of the Ice Complex are unacceptable for hosting the District Tournament.

· Request for support for a high school/travel player to play.  Request is sent to the team to raise money, and the HAHA Board will consider matching funds.
· Thanks to Ryan for his support generating the Silver Stick schedule and tournament logistics.

· Rink 1:  Contract with the city specified freezing the sand.  Everything above the sand was the responsibility of the city.  The misaligned ice lines and poor ice conditions are the responsibility of the facility.

V. Old Business

· None.

VI. New Business

· None.

VII. Adjourn

· Meeting adjourned by President Ed Ragland.

VIII. Attendance
· Ed Ragland, Kathy Riggs, Janette Rawls, Ralph Drensek, Daniel Frith, Mike O’Connor, Kevin Caputo, Terry Fulks, Mike Fairbanks (left early for practice), Mike Brown, Shane Prestegard (left early for practice), Sophia Moore (arrived 7:15).

· Other:  Chip Kopicz, Ryan McCormack, Steve Briere, Mark Vachon, Brian Cottone, Chris Chalmers, Mike Kryzak, and Troy Maney.

· Absent:  Rich Carden.
IX. Business Conducted by Email Since Board Meeting

· None.
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